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Abstract 
One of the aims of higher education as stated in the National Policy on 
Education is the acquisition of both physical and intellectual skills which 
will enable individuals to develop into useful member of community as well 
as acquisition, development and inculcation of the proper value-orientation 
for the survival of the individual in the society (FRN, 2004). This paper 
explained the meaning of entrepreneurship and functional education. It 
equally pointed out the contributions of entrepreneurship education towards 
economic development of a nation. The entrepreneurial opportunities in 
various areas of fine and applied arts education were discussed and 
strategies for developing entrepreneurial skills for realization of vision 2020 
were also given. 

 
Introduction 

The world over, education is perceived to be at the heart of human progress. In fact, economic 
and social prosperity of any nation in this 21st century depend on the ability of such nation to educate 
members of the society to be prepared to thrive in a rapidly changing world (Kingibe, 2008). 
           A Nigerian graduate of today is faced with the problem of inability to create job and be self 
employed.  Nnamani (2007) observed that this has resulted to in crease of unemployment among 
youth. The overall aim of vision 2020 is that Nigeria will be one of the strongest economies in the 
world by the year 2020. This implies that Nigerian citizens should be able to produce; 
-   Manpower that should set up enterprise that is self sustaining 
-   Labour force that has the right skill in various fields that are tailored towards production in 

various  enterprises. 
-   Sufficient trained manpower to ensure that skill that hither to cost  entrepreneurs to seek 

assistance in various field of life (like medicine,  education, science and technology etc) 
outside our shore abounds in the  nation. 

       Actualization of vision 2020 calls for a sound and quality education that will equip our youth 
with saleable skills for effective functioning in the society. Entrepreneurial and functional fine and 
applied art education no doubt is a panacea to this national need.  
 
What is Entrepreneurship and Functional Education? 

Entrepreneurship is a concept that has attracted a lot of attention especially now that there is 
scarcity of paid employment. Many scholars have given various definitions of entrepreneurship such 
as the ability to set up business enterprise as different from being employed. It involves the 
acquisition of skills, ideas and managerial abilities necessary for personal self-reliance. Gana (2001) 
defined entrepreneur ship as the willingness and ability of an individual to seek for investment 
opportunities in an environment and be able to establish and run enterprise successfully based on the 
identified opportunities. Onuoha (1991) succinctly puts it that entrepreneurship enhances economic 
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development, creates jobs, transforms traditional industries, and stimulates investments and increases 
per-capital income and output. 
          Entrepreneurship education therefore is a carefully planned process leading to acquisition of 
entrepreneurial skills for effective and efficient living.  Elechi (2009) posited that it is an instrument 
used for creating job and business. Simply put entrepreneurship education empowers youth to be in 
control of their future. 
        Functional education is the type of education that prepares a citizen for life as a productive 
and consuming member of the society. According to Alco and Ezeamenyi (2007) such education 
exposes students to the realities of his environment and adequately prepares him for effective living in 
his environment which is more often than not hostile. Functional education is a sharp contrast to 
academic education. For example, the curricular of academic education is bookish, oriented towrads 
higher levels of education and are beyond the reach of majority of people. Academic education is 
divorced  from the life and culture of the local people and consequently, is not suitable for preparing 
the child for life in his own community. Unfortunately, a look at our educational practices seem to 
suggest that we are still upholding academic education. This has resulted to high rate of 
unemployment recorded among our graduates. This ought not to be so. If Nigerian government is 
really out to achieve the aim of vision 2020, she should as a matter of urgency adopt and implement 
functional education  
    Fine and Applied Art is a human conception made manifest through the skillful use of media. 
It involves designing and production of art works for aesthetic and utilitarian purposes. In fact, Fine 
and Applied Art education hinge on functionality. In developed nation like America, Fine and 
Applied Art (or visual art) has served the purpose of preparing students/youths for life. In agreement 
to this Hicks (1994), stated that Fine and Applied Art education has become an important survival 
element in our post-modern society. 
       In Nigeria, many youths who have received training in tertiary institutions are roaming about 
the streets unemployed. Some have resorted to okada riding as a means of survival. A nation like 
Nigeria in its present situation can change the ugly trend by providing entrepreneurial and functional 
Fine and Applied Art education for the youths. 
 
Entrepreneurship and Economic Development of a Nation   

Entrepreneurship can contribute in a wide rang of ways to the economic development of the 
nation. Ray (1988) listed some contributions of entrepreneurship to economic development as 
follows: 

- raises productivity through technical and other forms of innovation 
- is a powerful tool of job creation. 
- facilitates the transfer of technology 
- plays a strategic role in commercializing new inventions and products 
- plays a critical role in restructuring and transformation of economies 
- helps to reduce the ossification of economic power 
- makes market more competitive and thereby reduces both static and dynamic market 

inefficiencies 
- improves the social welfare of a country by harnessing dormant, previously overlooked 

talents 
- creates new market and facilities expansion into international market 
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Strategies for Developing Entrepreneurial skill in Fine and Applied Art Education for 
Actualizing Vision 2020  
     Entrepreneurial skills are relevant skills and competencies that enable an individual seek and 
run an enterprise successfully. Olibe and Obidike (2008) asserted that entrepreneurial skills consist of 
effective utilization of ideas, information and facts that help a learner develop companies, marketing, 
services or being productive employees of organizations. Therefore entrepreneurial skills can be 
developed through the following ways: 

(1) Exposing students to practical work experience situation in order to be proficient in any 
job they may be working towards.  

(2) Fine and Applied Art teachers who supposedly possess the characteristics of an 
entrepreneur should instill in students the life of commitment to work; motivation; taking 
risk, making power of decisions on financial situation; endurance; power of creating co-
operation and taking personal responsibilities. It is hoped that when these characteristics 
are taught, it would help an individual to discover areas of his deficiencies and with 
training and practical work, acquire the necessary skills needed. 

(3) Various departments in tertiary institutions should be made to run a consultancy outfit or 
service oriented workshop (Obi 2009). This requires that every student before graduation 
would be made to function as a trainee learning a skill and lastly function as a manager of 
an enterprise whose duty includes relating well with the public to attract patronages, 
render the agreed services, charge for the services rendered, keeps record and account for 
the services and finances at the expiration of his training. By so doing, they will be 
practically equipped to set up and manage their businesses after graduation 

(4) Entrepreneurial skill acquisition center should be established in all the institution of 
higher learning in the country, where students would be trained to have potable skills that 
would make them move to other fields they have opportunity for growth. This strategy 
however should not take the place of SIWES (Students Industrial Work Experience 
Scheme). 

 
Entrepreneurial Opportunities in Fine and Applied Arts Education 

Fine Art has been divided into two areas: namely Sculpture, Painting and art 
history/education. Applied art includes Graphics, Textile, Ceramics, and Photography. A graduate of 
Fine and Applied Art education can set up a business in any of these areas. 
 
Painting 

 This involves the use of different kinds of colour eg.Tempera, oil, water colour, acrylic etc. 
and other media to present works in most stricking and unique way. Works of painting include 
portrait, landscape, still-life, murals and mix media. A painter can set up his private studio and render 
services to publishers, advertising agencies, media houses, financial institutions, households and the 
entire public. 
 
Sculpture 

This is an art work that exists in space. It has three dimensions; length, width and depth. It can 
appear in relief form or “in the round” Works of sculpture are made by casting, carving and modeling. 
A sculptor is at liberty to carve with stone, model with cement, do constructivism with scraps of 
metals. A good sculptor can conceptualize ideas and bring it into concrete forms in abstracts, realistic 
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or semi-abstract forms and sell to art lovers. Works of sculpture are used to adorn public and private 
homes. 
 
Art History and Art Education 

Art historians study the history of art and they are the people that sustain art in the society 
(Chukwuemeka, 2009). The art teacher/historian is at the center of transferring of artistic heritage to 
younger generation. Art historian/teacher can set up gallery, art resource center, art workshop center 
where youths could be trained to develop their creative potentials.  
 
Ceramics 

This is the art and science of making objects with clay. Works of ceramics includes bricks, 
tiles, shanks, mugs, plates, vases etc.  A ceramist should set up a private pottery and go into 
production of tetra-cotta pieces and make wealth. 
 
Textiles 

One of the basic needs of human being is clothing. Textile designers play an important role in 
clothing the masses. Imagine a world where human being go without cloth, it would be a ciotic 
society. A textile designer can engage in production of tie-dye, weaving of Aso-oke, block printing of 
fabric. 
 
Graphics 

This refers to the process of working with words and pictures to create solution to problems in 
visual communication (Preble 2004). The duty of graphic designer includes illustration of book 
covers, bill boards, posters, sign boards, handbills, logos, road signs, calendars etc. The service of a 
graphic designer is always needed by the public. Such people include politicians, religious 
organizations and individuals who wish to advertise their campaign schedules, seminars and other 
personnel activities. A graphic designer should not waste his time and money seeking for employment 
in establishments. He should rather set up his own enterprise thereby creating job for himself and 
others. 
 
Photography   

Preble (2004) describes photography as a light drawing. It is a powerful means of expression 
for an artist. He uses cameras to record aesthetically significant and pleasurable events, environments 
and moods of people. There is no gain saying the fact that the services of a photographer is in high 
demand in recent time. A photographer should therefore avail himself the great opportunity by show 
casing his skill through setting up his photographic studio and be self reliant. 
 
Conclusion 

The era of Nigerian graduates being awaited by ready jobs is gone. A graduate who has 
acquired saleable skills in Fine and Applied Art should not continue to live in penury in the name of 
unemployment. He should utilize the entrepreneurial skills acquired in school and create job for 
himself as well as for others. By so doing, the economy of the nation will be improved and vision 
2020 realized.   
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